A postscript to 'Mahinda Chintana - Vision for the future'

by Asoka Abeygunawardana

Sri Lankan citizens decided to elect Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa as the President of Sri Lanka to lead the
country during the first half of the new decade. At the same time they have indirectly accepted the
'Mahinda Chintana- Vision for the future' as the development program for Sri Lanka during the
coming years. Unfortunately this decision was taken without having a serious discussion on the
'brighter future' program. This happened due to the fact that the presidential election campaigns
revolved around petty political issues. The parliamentary election too will be limited to preferential
voting related campaigns, further narrowing the opportunities to have a constructive and in-depth
dialogue on the proposed development plan. It is the duty of the intellectuals, academics and the
professionals to fill this analytical vacuum on behalf of the country.

Mr. Jackson Anthony, on a couple of occasions quite rightly mentioned that the 'Mahinda Chintana'
and 'Mahinda Chintana - Vision for the future' documents are more or less action plans and do not
clearly state the ideological or philosophical base that yielded them. He volunteered to formulate
such a baseline statement as a foundation for the Mahinda Chintana. Kudos is due to Mr. Anthony
for having decided to be the first to offer to take such an initiative.

'Mahinda Chintana - Vision for the future' declares that Sri Lanka will be transformed into a
strategically important economic centre for the world. President Rajapaksa further says 'My
determination therefore, is to transform Sri Lanka to be the Pearl of the Asian Silk Route once again,
in modern terms; using our strategic geographical location effectively. | will develop our Motherland
as a Naval, Aviation, Commercial, Energy and Knowledge hub, serving as a key link between the East
and West.'

This is the first time in the modern history that a Sri Lankan leader had the courage to clearly express
his/her desire to lead not only the country but also the world. He has the courage to do this simply
because he has already proved the world that he is a genuine leader by eradicating the terrorism
from the island; an outcome no modern-day world leader has been able to achieve. We, as citizens
of Sri Lanka have to carefully study his development plan and make sure that necessary
improvements and omissions are made to the 'Mahinda Chintana - Vision for the future' document
as he is a leader who claims that 'he does what he says and says what he does'. The good thing is
that if he is on the right track then Sri Lankans would be better-off. The danger is that if he is on the
wrong one then the end result would be disastrous.

For President Rajapaksa to be a world leader he should have a thorough understanding of global
issues and trends. The three pillars of modern civilization, namely, the environment, the economy
and society are already on the verge of collapse. The new decade is the most crucial in human
history as it will decide the fate of human civilization.

On the environmental front, the destructive development that began since the industrial revolution
has reached a dead end (emphasis here is on the word “dead”).

e Land degradation worldwide has reached a scale of no return and as a result desertification
is occurring at a rapid rate;

e Introduction of monoculture plantations, application of chemical fertilizers and
deforestation has triggered bio-diversity depletion at an enormous rate and as a result the
planet is heading towards a collapse of ecological equilibrium;

e Burning of fossil fuels to run modern human civilization is leading towards a climate
catastrophe.



Every single sub-sector of the ecosphere is reaching catastrophic conditions. A U-turn in the
environmental sphere is a must for human civilization to survive on earth. Who is the world leader
who has a thorough understanding of these issues? | believe there is a vacancy for that post at
present.

On the economic front, never ending economic growth has now become a cancerous growth. A
great economic depression is already occurred, triggered by the fossil fuel price hike. The developed
world cannot maintain its financial growth rates any more. A level of saturation has now arrived and
to all intents and purposes it means the collapse of the economic world. The neo liberal economic
policy models as clearly mentioned in the 'Mahinda Chintana- Vision for the future' have failed in the
face of the global economic crisis where it is yet to witness the final outcome of rescue missions: the
bailout plans of the developed world. Existing economic theories are no more valid. New economic
theories are needed to understand the core issues of the financial crisis and the way-out. Post-fossil
fuel era economic theories are yet to be established and world leaders need to recognize new
indicators of development.

On the social front, the increasing frustration among masses has exploded as terrorism. Global
terrorism is threatening the security of the global citizen. Eradication of terrorism by arms struggle is
only a first step; the root cause of terrorism is dissatisfaction and frustration among the masses and
can only be eliminated by spiritual development. These simple truths, world leaders have so far have
failed to recognize. Consumerism dominates human civilization undermining spiritual values of
society. All modern technological applications are geared towards promoting consumerism. In the
modern-day world, the labour edict to implement inhumane orders of superiors without complaint
and the monetary edict of valuing all goods and services only in terms of Rupees and cents are the
two key reasons that stand against spiritual development. Understanding the root cause of social
unrest is of utmost importance to recognize the way out. Unfortunately world leaders still have less
emphasis on this aspect of social issues.

All three pillars of modern human civilization need to be reconstructed using new types raw
materials before the existing pillars collapse. Everything should be finalized during this decade;
otherwise an irreversible process towards collapse of the modern social structure will be triggered.
Most of the tools needed for clearing the future path are included in the 'Mahinda Chintana- Vision
for the future' document; it is however overshadowed by unnecessarily outdated approaches and
targets giving a wrong signal to the general public. If we are to live up to the expectation of the rural
masses of this country and be recognized as a world leader in the post fossil fuel era we have to get
together to reorganise the 'Mahinda Chintana- Vision for the future' in its proper context: this is the
time for us to begin that constructive dialogue.





